
Carniflora News 
Newsletter of the Australasian Carnivorous Plant Society 

November 2015 

This issue of Carniflora News provides a summary of the last meeting, happenings in 
the greenhouse and details of new events.  

Contact Details 
The Society’s general email address is auscps@gmail.com 

The Society’s blog site is at: https://auscps.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook: Australasian Carnivorous Plants Society 

The Current Executive 

President & Public Officer – Wesley 
Fairhall 

Vice President – Robert Gibson 

Treasurer, Secretary & Publicity 
Officer – Kirk ‘Füzzy’ Hirsch 

Committee Member 1 – Marina Chong  

Committee Member 2 – David Colbourn 

Committee Member 3 – Glen Moss 

Committee Member 4 – Terry Watts 

Meetings 

The November meeting will be held at the RALSTON ROOM in the BURWOOD 
LIBRARY & COMMUNITY HUB, 2 Condor Street, Burwood (3 blocks West of 
Burwood Station: on the corner of Railway Parade and Condor Street). 
commence at 7.30 p.m.  
This room is immediately above the library and is assessed from stairs and a lift 
located by the southern door to the library. The library closes at 7.30 p.m. After this 
time you will need to phone through so that someone in the meeting will come down 
and let you in via the door that faces Hornsey Street. Thus the best place to park is 
in the carpark opposite the venue on the other side of Hornsey Street. 
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Upcoming ACPS events for 2015

13th November - ACPS monthly meeting 
featuring Sarracenia. Please bring along 

plants for show and/or sale. 

5th-15th December 2015 - Plants with Bite, 
Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens. See below for 

the official flyer.

December 2015 - Christmas Party (details 
to come)

mailto:auscps@gmail.com
https://auscps.wordpress.com/


Details of this venue are available at http://www.burwood.nsw.gov.au/services/
venue_hire.html. 

The theme for this meeting is Sarracenia. Bring along your best pitcher plants and 
share with us how you grow them. Other CP’s are welcome too.   
The October meeting was well attended with new members and visitors. The theme 
of the night was Pinguicula and featured Pinguicula primuliflora, lusitanica and some 
Mexican Pinguicula. Other non-themed plants on display were some excellent 
specimens of Drosera regia and Drosera dichotoma “Giant”. Kirk presented these 
plants to the meeting with Kirk’s P. primuliflora winning ‘Plant of the month”.  

A number of Carnivorous Plants in tissue culture were donated to the society by Phil 
Van de Velde of Freaky Flytraps. These plants were offered by auctioned to 
attendees to the October meeting. All plants were sold raising over $100 for the 
society. 

Our new business cards were also presented at the meeting. The card featured our 
logo in black and white on one side with our contact details on the other side. 
Examples of other promotional material, such as a printed T-shirt and pen, were 
presented as possible examples of fund-raising ideas. 

A number of plants were on offer for sale featuring Drosophyllum and Roridula 
seedlings. Some Pinguicula, Drosera and Sarracenia were also available. Members 
are welcome to bring their excess plant to the meeting for sale. Remember 10% of 
the proceeds go to the society. 

Recent events: 

Dam Fest Warragamba (Sunday 18th October 2015) 

The Society manned a stall at Dam Fest, Warragamba, in outer Western Sydney, 
which is an annual event held on the third Sunday of October: http://
www.sydney.com/events/dam-fest-warragamba  This was the first time the society 
has attended this festival and the first time the festival has had any plants of any kind 
offered for sale to the crowds. The crowds were down on the previous year, likely a 
result of overnight rain and morning drizzle.  

The day warmed up and saw our stall attracting plenty of attention from passersby 
and the odd fly. Our stall featured a good variety of CPs, with Sarrancia, Nepenthes, 
Drosera, Drosophyllum, Dionaea, Pinguicula and Utricularia offered for sale. The 
Sarracenia drew most attention with two thirds of the plants sold. 

The stall turned over just under $1000 worth of plants. Much interest in the society 
was noted, with some early customers stating they had attended the festival just to 
buy our plants. Our new business cards were available to customers, which made 
referrals to membership and cultivation enquiries easy. 
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Due to our success at this festival, it is likely the ACPS will feature at Damfest in 
2016. Start planning your propagation schedule to cater for this event. 

Special thanks to Kirk, Dave, Glen, Ron and Marie for setting up and manning the 
stall, and providing quality plants for sale. 
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In the Greenhouse: 
Dionaea 
All VFTs should be in active 
growth, with mature plants well 
in flower. Should you leave the 
flower scape on your plant, you 
will have a chance at pollinating 
the flowers and getting seed to 
set. Some growers remove the 
flower scape as it weakens the 
plant. Many varieties will begin 
to produce upright petioles and 
traps, a strategy to compete 
with surrounding vegetation? 

 

Sarracenia 
Sarracenia flava, oreophila and alata 
will begin to look their best with the 
early production of Spring pitchers. 
Most Sarracenia will have finished 
flowering. The petals will fall but the 
seed heads will remain green until 
Autumn, when they split and release 
their seed. Sarracenia leucophylla and 
rubra will produce smaller and/or 
thinner pitchers. Their prime season is 
Autumn. 

Darlingtonia 
Darlingtonia will be in active growth. 
The first pitchers produced should be 
significantly taller than last seasons 
pitchers. Subsequent pitchers will 
gradually be shorter. Darlingtonia will 
also flower this time of year. Pollination 
is in the same manner as with Sarracenia. Seed sown before Winter should now be 
germinated and producing tiny juvenile traps. Don't be too worried about higher day 
time temperatures as the night temperatures are still cool, keeping the roots cooler 
throughout the day. 
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Drosera 
Tuberous Drosera are now entering dormancy, 
with only a few species in active growth. Stop 
watering the pots and allow them to dry out. 
Resist the temptation in dividing the tubers, as 
the stolons may still be attached to the tuber, 
returning the last of the energy reserves. 

Pygmy Drosera may also be entering their 
dormancy with the production of white stipule 
buds. Pygmy Drosera also flower this time of the 
year. Plants may be kept moister and remain in 
active growth. 

Temperate Drosera should have resumed growth from dormancy and be in flower.  

Other Winter growing species such as D. ramentacea, cistiflora and pauciflora will 
become dormant. Reduce watering and keep the pots barely moist. 

Tropical and sub-tropical species will be in full growth. Keep the soil very moist. 
Seedlings of these species may also begin germination. 

Byblis 
Byblis gigantea and lamellata will become dormant. Reduce water. 

The northern species of Byblis will begin growth. B. liniflora will begin germination 
when temperatures reach around 30ºC. Other species will need smoke or heat 
treatment to induce germination.  
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Pinguicula 

Mexican species/hybrids will begin to produce 
their carnivorous Summer leaves. Increase 
watering and humidity. Leaf cuttings may be 
taken by pulling the older leaves from the 
mother plant. Ensure you get all of the leaf 
including the white parts close to the roots. 

Warm-temperate species such as P. primuliflora 
and lusitanica will be in flower. Keep the water 
up to P. primuliflora and take leaf cuttings. 

Nepenthes 
As day-time temperatures increase, lowland 
Nepenthes begin to grow as the highland 
species slow. All species begin to flower when 
mature. Pollen may be stored for short periods 
to allow pollination of out-of-sequence flowers. 
Keep humid higher during periods of warm to 
hot temperatures. 

Drosophyllum 
Drosophyllum will be in active growth, although 
slower with the hotter weather. They are less 
tolerant of higher levels of moisture in the soil 
and are at risk of root rot. Flowers on mature 
specimens may emerge. The flowers are self-
fertile. 

Roridula 
Roridula should be in flower on mature plants. 
The flowers are self fertile. Pollinate the flowers 
for seed production. Keep the soil moist. 

Utricularia 
Most terrestrial Utricularia will be in active growth and flower. U. australis will have 
resumed growth from dormancy and show incredible growth rates. Keep algae under 
control. 

Genlisea 
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Genlisea should be in flower and active growth. Keep the water levels high with 
these species. Leaf and trap production will improve when the water level is at soil 
level. Take leaf cuttings.  

Aldrovanda 
Aldrovanda will have resumed growth from dormancy. Growth rates will be fast and 
plants will multiple rapidly. Keep algae under control. 

Brocchinia / Catopsis 
Maintain high light levels and humidity. Apply light foliar fertilisation. 

Cephalotus 
Cephalotus will begin to transition from the production of non-carnivorous leaves to 
pitchers. Flower buds may appear from the crowns of mature specimens. Keep the 
soil moist and cool. Avoid fungal problems by keeping good air movement around 
the plants. 

Heliamphora 
Larger traps will be produced during the warmer weather. Keep plants in a bright but 
cool location. Mist regularly.  

Classifieds 

Free to a good home: 

Gordon and Lyn Hanna are offering 300 sheets of glass for a greenhouse. The glass 
panes are about 35 cm x 40 cm (14 x 16 inches) and are clear. Some panes may be 
painted. These glass sheets are available for collection at 325 Burraneer Road, 
Coomba Park. opposite lake (west of Forster) and are available until mid-October 
2015. Please contact Lyn and Gordon on ghanna@bigpond.net.au or 0409 554 972 
for more details.  
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
AUSTRALASIAN CARNIVOROUS PLANT SOCIETY
BLUE MOUNTAINS BOTANIC GARDEN PRESENTS

PLANTS
WITHbite

Over many thousands of years, these
incredible plants have evolved ways 
to trap and digest insects and other animals
when they can’t get enough nutrients from
their environment. See if you can spot the
trapping mechanisms on the carnivorous
plants in our spectacular display. But don’t
get too close… these are plants with bite!

Blue Mountains Botanic Garden, Mount Tomah
Bells Line of Rd, Mount Tomah NSW 2758
Phone: (02) 4567 3000
Email: tomah@rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

bluemountainsbotanicgarden
@BlueMtnsBG
#plantswithbite

bluemountainsbotanicgarden.com.au

CARNIVOROUS PLANT FAIR
Sat 5 – Sun 13 December 2015

Delve into the sticky
world of meat-eating

plants!
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The Visitor centre will house a spectacular
carnivorous plant display with information
sessions, documentary film sessions and
plants available for purchase (cash only).

Information sessions
Saturdays & Sundays 5, 6, 14 & 15 December. 
The Australasian Carnivorous Plant Society will present talks
exploring the different types of carnivorous plants and their
trapping mechanisms; along with cultivation and propagation
tips. 11am – 12 noon in the Visitor Centre. Free sessions.

Documentary screenings
Daily during the fair. 
1pm in the Wollemi Room. Free entry.

Fun filled film night
Screening of Little Shop of Horrors, the 1986 musical-horror-
comedy film starring Rick Moranis as a nerdy florist seeking
success and romance with the help of a giant man-eating
plant who demands to be fed. 
Saturday 12 Dec - 7.30pm. Tickets $25 per person.

Saturday 5 –
Sunday 13 
December 
2O15

CARNIVOROUS
PLANT FAIR

Blue Mountains Botanic Garden, Mount Tomah
Bells Line of Rd, Mount Tomah NSW 2758
Phone: (02) 4567 3000
Email: tomah@rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

bluemountainsbotanicgarden
@BlueMtnsBG
#plantswithbite

bluemountainsbotanicgarden.com.au



 Sponsors: 
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Seedbank: 
Our seed bank has plenty of seed available to members for $1 per packet. Fresh 
arrivals of Nepenthes boshiana x maxima ‘Wavy Leaf”, Drosera sessilifolia, 
Darlington californica, Drosophyllum lusitanicum are now available.
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               AUSTRALASIAN CARNIVOROUS PLANT SOCIETY
    SEED BANK

GENUS SPECIES Sub-Species Variety / Form QUANTITY LOCATION DATA Harvest Date

Drosera admirabilis 1

Drosera aliciae 3 Table Mountain R.S.A. December 2013

Drosera arcturi 1 Blyth Swamp, Mt. Ruapeth, NZ

Drosera auriculata 4 Picnic Point, NSW September 2013

Drosera auriculata 2 Picnic Point, NSW September 2012

Drosera auriculata 1 Kaipara, NZ

Drosera binata T Form 2 Mt Compass, S.A. December 2013

Drosera binata T Form 3 Freycinet, Tas December 2013

Drosera binata 2 Ahipam, Nth Is. N.Z.

Drosera binata 1 Kai Iwi Lakes, NZ

Drosera binata 1 Ruapehu, NZ

Drosera binata dichotoma 1 January 2014

Drosera capensis Red Leaf 1

Drosera cistiflora “Red” 
x pauciflora

1 October 2014

Drosera coccicaulis alba 2

Drosera collinsiae 1 Mbuluri River, Swaziland, RSA October 2014

Drosera collinsiae 1 Usutlu, Swaziland, RSA October 2014

Drosera gigantea gigantea 1 2014

Drosera hookeri 1 Bathurst, NSW October 2012

Drosera hookeri Pink Petals 1 ex hort September 2012

Drosera hookeri 1 Cameron Park, NSW September 2010

Drosera hookeri 6 Jamieson, VIC December 2012

Drosera indica 1 Triffid Park

Drosera indica 1 Orange Flower, Darwin

Drosera indumenta “swamp Form” 6 previously D. macrantha October 2014

Drosera lunata 2 Werakata, NSW March 2013

Drosera macrantha Swamp Form 5

Drosera macrantha Swamp Form 1 September 2013

Drosera macrantha Swamp Form 1 October 2012

Drosera macrantha macrantha 1

Drosera macrantha macrantha 1 Darkan

Drosera macrantha 1 Clonbrook ?
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Drosera macrantha macrantha Pink 1 W.A.

Drosera macrantha macrantha 1 SE of Hyden Rock

Drosera macrantha macrantha 1 Wongan Hills

Drosera macrantha macrantha 1 Cranbrook, W.A. October 2014

Drosera macrantha Northern Sand 
Plains Form

1 Eneabba, W.A. October 2012

Drosera macrantha planchonii 1

Drosera macrantha planchonii 1 Tasmania October 2010

Drosera macrantha Silky Petal Form 2 Wongan Hills, W.A.

Drosera macrophylla 1 August 2015

Drosera natalensis 2 October 2014

Drosera natalensis 2 August 2014

Drosera peltata 1 July 2012

Drosera peltata 1 Walwa, Snowy Mountains, 
NSW?

December 2012

Drosera peltata 1 Victoria October 2014

Drosera peltata 1 Walwa Trig, NSW July 2012

Drosera peltata 1 Beechworth, Vic October 2012

Drosera sessilifolia 1 August 2015

Drosera spatulata 3 Ahipara, Nth. Is. N.Z.

Drosera spatulata white flower 1 Newcastle August 2015

Drosera spatulata 1 Kaipara, NZ August 2015

Drosera spatulata var. lovellae 1

Drosera spatulata var, gympiensis 1

Drosera sessilifolia 4 August 2015

Drosera stricticaulis 2 November 2014

Drosera tokaiensis 1 January 2013

Drosera tomentosa 1 Diamantina, Brazil

Drosera venusta Pale Pink 
Flower

3 November 2013

Drosera yilgainensis 1 Holt Rock, W.A. September 2012

Drosera sp. 1 Lantau Island

Drosera sp. 1 Auyan Tepui

Drosophyllu
m

lusitanicum 2

Darlingtonia californica 10

Sarracenia leucophylla Red - 2 open pollinated April 2013

Sarracenia purpurea venosa rosea 1 April 2013

Sarracenia purpurea venosa var. burkii 7 April 2015

Sarracenia purpurea purpurea var. heterophylla 1

Sarracenia purpurea purpurea 1 mixed clones

Sarracenia flava var. flava 1 mixed forms

Dionaea muscipula 4 mixed forms

Stylidium eriorhizum 3 Mount Fox, Nth QLD

Nepenthes X Rokko x 
maxima ‘wavy 
leaf’

3

Nepenthes boschiana x 
maxima ‘Wavy 
Leaf’

2


