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My experience growing Genlisea
hispidula is very limited. My first
plant was a mature plant bought
at one of our Society’s events
(probably at the ‘Plants with
Bite’ fair at Mt Tomah about 4
or 5 years ago). The only thing I
knew about this plant is that it
liked it very wet.

I don’t remember what potting
mix it was planted in when I
bought it, but when it was time
to repot and divide it I decided to
repot it in pure Sphagnum peat
moss as I’ve had good results
with pure peat moss with
Cephalotus follicularis. For
Genlisea hispidula I use 100 mm
diameter, tall, black plastic pots
(125 mm high) and I sit them in
water about 90 mm deep (Figure
1). My area, Lithgow, west of
the Blue Mountains gets frosts to
-3 to -4°C in the winter. It can
get up to the high 30s °C, rarely
to low 40s, in the summer. I keep
them in my heated glasshouse,
which has a minimum

Success in growing Genlisea hispidula
Philippe Reyter
Lithgow
philippereyter@yahoo.com.au

Figure 1. A Genlisea hispidula
plant .
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temperature of about of 10°C in
winter in bright light.

The glasshouse is in full sun and
has light shade cloth (50%) on
the roof. It has two benches that
are water trays, so the humidity
is always high. My plant has
never been fertilized, yet has
thrived in these conditions and
eventually filled the pot. In the
spring, when I decided to repot, I
again used 100% sphagnum peat
moss and the tall black plastic
pots 100 mm diameter, I
carefully removed the plant from
the pot, dunked the peat and
traps in a deep container of water
to dislodge the peat from the
traps and then used a soft spray
with the hose to clean any peat
residue from the brittle traps.
This method allows you to see
the traps and the plant crowns
properly to be able to separate
them with minimal damage. I
was then able to separate the
plants, and replant them in their
own pots with great care.

As cautious as I was in
separating the plants, I still
managed to break off a couple of
traps, which I planted in a
separate pot on the off chance

Figure 2. Genlisea hispidula
flower from the front. Note the
coarse hairs on the nectar spur.

that they might grow. As I said, I
did not know much about
Genlisea, so I was pleasantly
surprised when one of them
started to grow leaves and is now
a mature plant. I have only just
tried leaf cuttings this week, so
it’s too early to tell if they have
been successful. The plants have
flowered every year, but to date,
they have not set any seeds
(Figure 2). I can only surmise
that this is due to a lack of
pollinators in my glasshouse; it is
after all full of carnivorous
plants. Following my success
with G. hispidula, I’m keen to try
other Genlisea species.
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Introduction
Between the 2nd and 22nd of
August 2012, I travelled to the
United States with the main
purpose of attending the 9th

International Carnivorous Plant
Society (ICPS) Conference in
Seekonk, Massachusetts. I also
wanted to participate in two post
-conference fieldtrips on the
eastern shore of the US. Before
and after the conference and
fieldtrips, I had a chance to see

Travels in the United States for the 9th ICPS Conference
and beyond: Part 1

Robert Gibson
Newcastle
robert.gibson@environment.nsw.gov.au

Figure 1. Map of the United States of America showing key
locations visited.

carnivorous plant sites in
California. Throughout the
travels it was excellent to catch
up with friends, to meet other
enthusiasts, and to enjoy seeing
and doing a range of different
things. The trip is summarized
here.

I started my travels with a week
in Los Angeles, staying with
family. This gave me a chance to
catch up with friends and visit
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Figure 2. Ed Read (left) and
Ivan Snyder (right) at CSUF.

the California State University,
Fullerton and the Huntington’s
Botanic Gardens.

From Long Beach I flew to New
York for a quick stop before
arriving in Seekonk,
Massachusetts to attend the
conference. There I presented the
main findings from my PhD
project and participated in the
one-day field trip to Cape Cod.
The longer fieldtrip followed. It
explored Venus Flytrap country
in the area around Wilmington,
North Carolina, which was an
amazing experience. I then
travelled with a group from this
second ICPS fieldtrip to start a
third fieldtrip organised by
Marcel van der Broek, which
stated in Atlanta Georgia. Here
we had a tour of the famous
Atlanta Botanical Garden. Then
the rest of the group went to
explore some amazing Sarracenia
locations in Georgia, Florida and
Alabama. However, I started the
trip back home, with a brief stop
in San Francisco. It was a
whirlwind trip, during which I
covered a lot of country (Figure
1). I had a chance to see some
remarkable carnivorous plants in
the wild.

Part 1: Los Angeles Area
Whilst staying in the Los
Angeles area, I was able to
spend the best part of two days
visiting two impressive plant
collections that have some
excellent carnivorous plants:

California State University,
Fullerton (CSUF)
On 3rd August, a good friend of
mine, Ivan Snyder, met me
where I was staying and took me
to the California State
University, Fullerton (CSUF)
campus [http://
www.fullerton.edu/]. We looked
at the horticultural collection
managed by another good friend,
Ed Read (Figure 2). I have
known both Ivan and Ed for
many years and it is always great
to catch up with them.
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Ed has been managing the plant
collection at CSUF for several
years now, taking over from Leo
Song a number of years ago. The
collection includes a wonderful
range of food and fibre plants,
succulents, Bromeliads, Aroids
and carnivorous plants. The latter
are grown in three main areas: a
lathe house for the Sarracenia
and some Nepenthes, a
glasshouse for lowland
Nepenthes and a ventilated
greenhouse for Pinguicula,
Drosera and highland
Nepenthes. Ed has been
particularly active in building a
Pinguicula collection and has
had many trips to Mexico to
obtain seeds of various species.

A great diversity of Sarracenia
species and hybrids are grown in
raised benches, in shallow trays
of water inside and one outside
edge of the lathe house. The
plants are generally grown in
large full-length pots and at the
time of my visit (late summer)
most plants looked impressive
with many mature pitchers. Upon
closer inspection a large number
of pitchers were full of captured
insects and some showed various
degrees of damage to parts of the

tube. It did not take long to see
why.

The main prey identified in the
pitchers was a large (about 2 cm
long) dark green shiny scarab
beetle, the introduced Green Fig
Beetle (Cotinis mutabilis). A few
of these beetles were flying
around and some were observed
at the mouths of some pitchers
where they appeared to be
feeding on nectar (Figure 3; and
Front cover). Many became prey
to the plants but before they died
several beetles were able to chew
or claw a hole in the side of the
pitcher in an attempt to escape.
Some clearly survived to feed on

Figure 3. Green Fig Beetle
feeding on nectar on a Sarracenia
flava pitcher.
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Figure 4. Pinguicula
moctezumae grown in a
strawberry pot at CSUF.

more Sarracenia nectar, but it did
take a toll on the pitchers.

Amongst the Sarracenia were a
few Drosera, such as
D. filiformis, and Dionaea
muscipula plants. Beside them
were a few large Nepenthes
plants, such as a notable
N. khasiana specimen with stems
about 10 metres long that grew
threw the wooden slats of the
roof and happily tolerated the
ambient temperature and
humidity levels of this part of
Los Angeles.

The glasshouse for lowland
tropical Aroids, orchids and food
plants had a large number of
Nepenthes species and hybrids,
including a notable N. truncata
plant in which a small plastic
human skeleton had been added
as an aid to teaching students
about these plants. There were
also some large and healthy
N. bicalcarata plants here. On
my previous visit in 2003 I was
shown a large pitcher on the
largest N. merrilliana plant on
campus; it just had the one
pitcher but it was of impressive
size. This time around the plant
had no pitchers was still present.

The glasshouse by the main
office is well-ventilated and this
is where a selection of highland
and intermediate Nepenthes
species and hybrids were grown,
including an impressive
N. veitchii plant. This section
also included Ed’s large
Pinguicula collection which
included a large variety of
Mexican species and hybrids.
(Figure 4).

Huntington’s Botanical
Gardens
On 6th August, John McCoy,
with whom I travelled to Borneo
in late 2011 collected me from
where I was staying to take me to
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Figure 5. Large lower pitcher
of Nepenthes rafflesiana.

Huntington’s Botanical Gardens
on the northern side of Los
Angeles [http://
www.huntington.org/]. This
institution is famous for its large
private botanical gardens and
also its extensive library
collection. Sadly I did not have
time to visit the library but
enjoyed looking around part of
this large estate, and seeing its
well-known cacti and succulent
collection and also the Japanese
and Chinese Gardens.

The carnivorous plant collection
is housed in a large glasshouse
which provides a range of
microclimates for its large, mixed
planting. The glasshouse also had
some impressive interactive
education displays, many of
which featured carnivorous
plants.

The most obvious carnivorous
plants on display were various
Nepenthes species and hybrids.
There were some large plants
present, including N. rafflesiana
(Figure 5), N. sanguinea and
N. ventricosa. By one planting
there was an informative sign
that documented the life span of
a Nepenthes pitcher.

The main carnivorous plant
display was on a room on one
side of the glasshouse that
included a mock coastal plain
wetland from the South East of
the USA that included some
Sarracenia. There were also
several large plantings of
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Figure 6. Interactive education
display on carnivorous plants.

Sarracenia and Drosera
capensis and pots with
Sarracenia, Drosera and
Dionaea. In the same room were
some benches and chairs with
various microscopes and
magnifying lenses, and some
simple but informative posters to
help explain details that could be
seen (Figure 6) on the various
display plants. There was also a
clear persplex case containing
several detached Sarracenia
pitchers that had been dissected,
and the challenge it set was to
match the dead insect remains
within the pitchers with
reference samples of insects that
were also shown on nearby
posters. I was impressed by the
thought that had gone into the
educational displays here at

Huntington’s botanic gardens,
particularly in relation to
carnivorous plants, and the
philanthropy that had led to this
private botanical gardens and
library that was now available
for use by the general public.

Part 2: 9th ICPS Conference (11th

- 13th August)
On 9th August I flew from Long
Beach to New York where I had
a brief stay before catching a
train to Providence, Rhode Island
before hopping in a taxi for a
short drive to Seekonk,
Massachusetts (Figure 7). My
arrival in Providence was
delayed due to flooding of parts
of the track due to some
particularly severe thunderstorms
– and stormy weather was set to
continue for most of my time on
the eastern seaboard.

The 9th ICPS conference was
organized by the New England
Carnivorous Plant Society
(http://necps.org/) and held at the
Johnson & Wales Inn
Providence / Seekonk. This made
it very convenient to stay at the
venue and thus maximize the
opportunity to catch up with
fellow carnivorous plant
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Figure 7. The 9th ICPS was held in Seekonk, Massachusetts, which is
about 250 km ENE of New York. A fieldtrip to the east immediately
followed the conference.

enthusiasts from different parts
of the world.

Thirteen talks were delivered at
this conference:

Fernando Rivadavia – The
Genus Philcoxia, from
Brazil, a new carnivore?

Adam Cross – Aldrovanda
vesiculosa ecology,
distribution and conservation

Phil Sheridan – Pitchers for the
Public, Applied Conservation
of Sarracenia in Virginia;

Peter D’Amato – new Edition of
‘The Savage Garden’ and
problems with Grex hybrids;

Phill Mann, Richard Nunn and
Greg Bourke – the most

endangered carnivorous
plants in Australia;

Rachel Schwallier – Past, present
and future distribution
modeling of Nepenthes;

Robert Gibson – Morphological
evaluation of the Drosera
peltata complex;

Damon Collingsworth –
Darlingtonia californica in
Northern California and
Southern Oregon;

Naoki Tanabe and Koji Kondo –
native and exotic carnivorous
plants in Japan;

Paulo Gonello and Fernando
Rivadavia – Recent advances
in Drosera Taxonomy in
Brazil;

Andreas Fleischmann and
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Fernando Rivadavia –
Taxonomic review of the
genus Genlisea;

Emily Troiano – North
American Sarracenia
Conservancy; and

Stewart McPherson – The ‘Ark
of Life’ conservation project.

A summary of the talks
delivered at the conference is
presented in a supplement to this
issue.

Concurrently with the
conference was a large public

display of carnivorous plants and
a wide variety of sales tables
with North American and
European suppliers offering
many wonderful plants (Figure
8).

The conference also included a
formal dinner. Naoki Tanabe
enthralled those present with his
interactive magic tricks; many of
which involved cans of beer.

Following the conference were
two optional field trips. Many
conference attendees were able
to participate on the one-day

Figure 8. Par t of the carnivorous plant display running
concurrently with the conference.
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fieldtrip to the southern part of
Cape Cod.

Part 3: Fieldtrips following the
conference

Cape Cod Field Trip 14th August
The one day fieldtrip was to the
area about 100 km east of
Seekonk, at the base of the Cape
Cod peninsula where we visited
two Drosera filiformis sites
(Figure 7). The first was an old

Cranberry bog where about 180
mature plants of D. filiformis
occurred in a short herbfield.
Plants had leaves to about 20 cm
tall and old scapes from the
summer to about 30 cm tall
which was shedding mature seed
onto the peaty sand around the
parent plants. Small seedling
plants were visible in several
locations. The well-developed
stipules of these plants formed a
conspicuous woolly cover over
the developing hibernacula. This
’vegetable wool’ provided extra
protection that enabled plants to
survive the long, cold winters of
the region (Figure 9). New leaf
production for the current
growing season was soon to stop.
This location also supported
hundreds of plants of
D. intermedia (Figure 10). Plant
sized varied greatly, perhaps in
relation to available water levels
at the site, and some of the larger
plants formed impressive leafy
stems.

The next Drosera filiformis site
was at Bank Street Bogs Nature
Preserve, which is managed by
the Harwich Conservation Trust
[http://
harwichconservationtrust.org/],

Figure 9. Drosera filiformis
plant with well-developed
hibernacula.
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Figure 10. Large plant of Drosera intermedia in flower in a very
wet habitat.
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where plants grew in a low wet
herbfield that was ringed by
shrubby vegetation in better-
drained soils. More plants of
both D. filiformis and
D. intermedia grew at this
location. A flowering plant of
Utricularia vulgaris was found
in Cold Brook which flows
through this site.

As an added bonus we visited an
Atlantic White Cedar Bog
within a patch of Pine Forest
with Scrub Oak about 30 km SE
of Seekonk. This bog supported
many healthy plants of

Sarracenia purpurea subsp.
purpurea. This site was well
hidden in the forest so that you
would not know it was there until
you were right on top of it. The
Sarracenia grew in a very wet
peaty location, with many plants
in ankle-deep loose peat (Figure
11). The pitchers were narrow, to
about 15 cm long and were green
with variably developed red
veins. Several plants were in
fruit. The site also supported
many elongated plants of
D. intermedia that often grew
with, and sometimes within of
the pitcher plants. A few plants

Figure 11. Sarracenia purpurea subsp. purpurea in fruit in a sodden
habitat. In the company of a few small plants of Drosera intermedia.
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of D. rotundifolia grew on the
margin of this wetland. Just
before dusk we visited a nearby,
more open wetland where
Utricularia subulata grew and
we found some of the small but
distinctive fruiting capsules of
this species in a shallowly
flooded herbfield.

Wilmington Area 16th – 19th

August

A small number of conference
participants also attended the
longer fieldtrip associated with
the conference. It took the best
part of a day to get from
Providence to Wilmington,
North Carolina, which involved
two flights and then a two hour
drive from Raleigh to
Wilmington (Figures 1 & 12).
The first flight was delayed due
to thunderstorm activity which

Figure 12. Map of the Wilmington area, Nor th Carolina with key
locations indicated.
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led to a later arrival time than
planned. But this did not dampen
our enthusiasm to see
carnivorous plants in this region.

Mark Todd led the group in this
area, and as a consequence we
were able to visit some amazing
sites. Tim Bailey, from England
joined the tour after
unfortunately having missed the
conference, and was keen to
gather some additional data on
Dionaea for a book he had
almost finished writing.

Day 1: Green Swamp Preserve
& Boiling Springs
We spent most of the first day at
the Green Swamp, about 30 km
SW of Wilmington. This is
perhaps the best known site to
see Dionaea, and as we found
they were very localized here
and not always easy to find.

Green Swamp Preserve is a
conservation area originally set
aside by a paper making
company in 1977, but is now
managed by The Nature
Conservancy [http://
www.nature.org/?
intc=nature.tnav]. It is largely a
mosaic of open pine woodland

separated by anastomosing
drainage lines that support a
narrow shrubby forest with
Magnolia grandiflora. There
was also an old soil excavation
pit by the road that had largely
filled with water and created a
wetland that supported eye-
catching swathes of yellow-
flowered Utricularia juncea in
full bloom (Figure 13).

Dionaea muscipula were found
about 1 km from the car park, in
an open pine woodland which

Figure 13. Utricularia juncea at
Green Swamp Preserve.
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showed signs of having been
burnt in recent months. Hundreds
of Dionaea plants grew in an area
about 50 metres long by 20
metres near the edge of one pine
woodland. Plants formed
typically semi-erect rosettes to
about 10 cm across, and most had
between two and five active
leaves (Figure 14). It was
interesting to see how localized
plants were in large areas of
seemingly suitable habitat.

We had a look around parts of
Green Swamp Preserve and
found local populations of
Drosera capillaris (Figure 15)
beside sections of the main path
and then spent a fair amount of
time in one section of open pine

woodland where scattered plants
of Sarracenia flava (Figure 16),
S. purpurea var. venosa (Figure
17) and their natural hybrid S. x
catesbaei grew in relatively high
abundance. In this area were also
some rare plants of S. minor,
S. rubra subsp. rubra and local
patches of Dionaea; the latter
were tricky to see in the
herbaceous groundcover.

In the afternoon we stopped in an
area of open pine woodland near
Boiling Springs we were treated
to seeing hundreds of Dionaea
plants growing on the upper
slope of a roadside drainage
ditch, between wet and the dryFigure 14. Dionaea muscipula at

Green Swamp Preserve.

Figure 15. Drosera capillaris at
Green Swamp Preserve.
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habitats, over an area about 40
metres long by up to two metres
wide. The flytraps here varied in
colour with most having red-
blushed traps, but some had deep
red traps, and others were all
green (Figure 18). The active
leaves were either flat to the
ground or semi-erect. Many
plants had dead scapes, but any
seed formed had been shed
presumably onto the local soil
surface. Rosettes of Pinguicula
lutea and Drosera capillaris also
grew with the Dionaea.

On the other side of the road to
the flytraps grew a population of

Figure 16. Sarracenia flava var.
ornata at Green Swamp
Preserve.

Figure 17. Sarracenia purpurea subsp. venosa at Green Swamp
Preserve.
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Figure 18. Mature Dionaea plant on
the upper edge of a small rise on the
coastal plain. This was a favoured
position of Venus Flytraps perhaps
due to the hydrology in that location.
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Sarracenia flava, with scattered
S. purpurea sub sp. venosa and
one plant of S. x catesbaei, in an
area that had burnt so recently
that plants had lost pitchers from
earlier in the season.

On the way back to Wilmington
we stopped by a roadside
wetland so see reddish plants of
Drosera filiformis in a flooded
herbfield. These sundews had
leaves to about 10 cm tall and
scapes to 25 cm tall with ripe
seed. The plants were
commencing dormancy and did
not look happy, perhaps due to
prolonged flooding of their
habitat? The wetland also
supported plants of
D. intermedia, and had some
large clumps of S. flava on its
edge, most of which had
prominent red veins, but one red
plant with pitchers to 20 cm tall
was also found.

We followed a nearby dirt road
in a few hundred metres that cut
through Pine–Oak forest. The
flooded drainage lines beside the
road showed how high the
ground water table was here, and
it was along this drainage line
(often on the other side to the

road) that we saw some large
fruiting plants of S. purpurea
subsp. venosa and S. minor
(Figure 19), and a few local
populations of D. intermedia.

We arrived in Wilmington with
some daylight to spare and so we
had a quick visit to Alderman
Elementary School where a
natural wetland and drainage
line has been restored and
planted with a selection of

Figure 19. Sarracenia minor
var. minor growing beside a
drainage ditch..
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locally native, and some not so
locally native wetland plants
including S. flava, S. purpurea
subsp. venosa, S. minor, S rubra,
S. leucophylla, S. minor x rubra,
Dionaea muscipula and Drosera
brevifolia. The school has
created an excellent outdoor
education centre that helps
people understand the ecology
and value of wetlands.

Day 2: Nature Conservation
Properties near Maple Hill
Today we explored two
properties owned and managed
by The Nature Conservancy
located about 45 km N of
Wilmington. The main stop for

the day was a property to the
south of Burgaw that was largely
under native woody vegetation
and included a number of
wetlands. We drove a short
distance into the property and
saw scattered pitchers of S. flava
rising above the general
herbfield (Figure 20). Beside the
place we parked the car was a
low wet herbfield where small
sterile rosettes of D. brevifolia to
1.5 cm diameter and flowering
rosettes of D. capillaris to 3 cm
diameter were present.

We walked along some poorly-
formed roads into the shrubby
woodland that are slashed

Figure 20. Sarracenia flava in the Maple Hill area.
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periodically and encountered
some large Dionaea plants near
drainage lines in about five
locations Some plants with
rosettes to about 12 cm across
and with impressive traps to 4
cm long were present. Many
plants had the remains of scapes
produced in spring and it was
interesting to see that that these
were often taller than the
surrounding low Ericaceous
shrubs, perhaps to increase the
chance of cross-pollination of
more visible flowers (Rear
Cover).

Several groups of S. flava were
also found beside the roads we
walked, which were green with
red veins.

After a morning in the field we
enjoyed lunch at a restaurant at
Hollands Shelter Creek
Restaurant at Burgaw. The
restaurant overlooks the
Northeast Cape Fear River, and
had a series of bird feeders set up
in the outside wall above the
river. These attracted a passing
parade of Humming birds
(Figure 21). After lunch we went
to the Shaken Creek Nature
Preserve [http://

www.ncwildflower.org/
image_galleries/shaken-creek-
preserve/], near Maple Hill, and
saw impressive stands of
Sarracenia flava that dominated
large parts of a tall herbfield
(Figure 22). This location also
included many large rosettes of
S. purpurea subsp. venosa that
you did not see until you were
directly on them. Many plants of
S. x catesbaei (Figure 23),
P. lutea, Drosera capillaris and
D. brevifolia were present here
too. A nearby pond held a

Figure 22
stands of
Shaken Creek Nature Preserve.

Figure 21. Hummingbirds
attracted to a bird feeder at
Bungwah.
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Figure 22. The most impressive
stands of Sarracenia flava were at
Shaken Creek Nature Preserve.
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pleasant surprise: some large
plants of Utricularia purpurea
with their flowers of unusual
form and lovely colour (Figure
24).

Day 3: Carolina Bend, Old
Brunswick Town, and Boiling
Springs
Most of the third day in the
Wilmington area was spent
about 20 km due south looking
at some historic sites associated
with the first European
settlement of the United States
and key events in the history of
the United States Civil War. Tim
Bailey from England was
particularly keen to get to Old
Brunswick Town, one of the
earliest European settlements in
the United States. Tim was
writing an updated version of a
book on the Venus Flytrap
(Bailey and McPherson, 2012)
and at the time required some
information on Arthur Dobbs,
the first Governor of North
Carolina, who first made
Dionaea known to European
botanists, thereby playing a
pivotal role in the unfolding
story of understanding of this
species. Arthur Dobbs was
buried at Old Brunswick Town
and we paid our respects to him
there.

We spent the afternoon on the
edge of the town of Boiling
Springs, exploring a roadside

Figure 24. Utricularia purpurea
in flower at a pond at Shaken
Creek Nature Preserve.

Figure 23. Sarracenia x

catesbaei at Shaken Creek
Nature Preserve.
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site that is part of a planned, but
not yet formed urban
development. Along about 600
metres of roadside we saw
hundreds of plants of Dionaea
which were variably
accompanied by plants of
S. flava, Drosera capillaris,
D. intermedia and Utricularia
juncea. Some submerged plants
of the Drosera intermedia plants
were simply huge (Figure 25).

Following this stop Mark had a
treat in store for us by taking us
to one of the few sites where all-
red Dionaea plants grew. The
only problem was that this site
beside a dirt road at a creek
crossing into a logging area had
been recently changed.
Earthworks had occurred in
which the level of the road had
been elevated by excavating
some of the adjacent roadside
ponds. The surface of the road
was covered by a layer of
woodchips (Figure 26). The site
of the red Dionaea had been
flooded, buried, or excavated, or
a combination of all of the
above. Mark was devastated. We
did find a few struggling plants
of S. rubra and even one
S. purpurea subsp. venosa x

rubra plant but they were not
looking well due to flooding of
their habitat (Figure 27).

Our last stop for the day was
another property owned and
managed by the Nature
Conservancy. In moist low
shrubland and herbfield by the
gutter to the main road we found
some lovely plants of Dionaea,
and scattered plants of S. flava,
Drosera capillaris and

Figure 25. Large submerged
plant of Drosera intermedia.
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U. juncea. Whilst botanizing we enjoyed
seeing the sun set through a stand of pine trees
on the other side of the road. We then returned
to Wilmington for the last dinner together for
the second post-conference fieldtrip.

It is worth reflecting here on some matters for
consideration when doing fieldwork in this
area. Firstly the weather here in August is hot
and humid; if you do not drink sufficient
water, and are outside during the middle of the
day then heat stress is a real risk. Also you’ll
need plenty of sunblock to avoid getting burst,
and insect repellent for some of the ‘friendly’
invertebrates you’ll encounter there.

Figure 26. New roadworks at a creek crossing have flooded and
buried a site that once supported red-leaved plants of Dionaea. Mark
Todd (in stripped shirt) was noticeably upset by this recent, lawful
change at this site.

Figure 27. Sarracenia
rubra x purpurea.
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Mosquitoes are an expected
hazard, but chiggers were a nasty
novelty. Chiggers are small ticks,
probably Trombiculea
alfreddugesi that usually crawl
up your legs until they find some
skin in which they bury their
heads so they can feed. They’re
less than 1 mm long and can
easily get through socks and so
they most commonly affect your
ankles and lower legs. Removing
them is fairly easy. However,
their bites readily become
inflamed and itch for days. It is
best to avoid feeding these
critters.

It was interesting to see that in
the story of the conservation of
Dionaea – or indeed any other

rare organism that private
property rights trump any need to
protect these rare organisms. In
addition, hunting rights occur
over many lands, even when the
land is sold. On land bought by
The Nature Conservancy hunting
rights have been cancelled to
prevent hunters shooting on that
land.

It seems that not many people in
the Wilmington area are aware
that this region is the only home
to the Venus Flytrap. Thus this
plant is better known from the
nursery section of the local
Walmart stores rather than from
local wetlands where it is a rare
and wonderful component of the
local flora.

Figure 28. Large plant of Dionaea muscipula at Boiling Springs
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Day 4: Wilmington – Raleigh –
Wilmington - Atlanta
The second fieldtrip for the ICPS
was now officially over. We got
up early, packed up and drove
back to Raleigh where most of
those from the fieldtrip caught
flights back home The hire cars
for the fieldtrip were also
returned. After bidding farewell
to the rest of the group there were
four of us left: Marcel van den
Broek Adam Cross, D’Aryt Jov
Frank and myself. Marcel had
arranged for an extra fieldtrip to
continue further to the south. But
first Mark Todd suggested it may
be possible to see all-red Dionaea
plants at a site near Boiling
Springs. It meant adding much
extra distance to our planned trip
to Atlanta, Georgia. However, we
decided to give it a go. Thus we
headed back to Wilmington and
met up with Mark Todd as well
as Peter D’Amato and Damon
Collingworth at an urban block

The Dionaea site is on private
property on the edge of a lake. It
occurs in a seepage site about 150
metres long by up to 10 metres
wide. The seep full of flytraps,
including the largest we had seen
over the last few days (Figure

28). Some plants had traps to 4.5
cm long. Scattered plants of
Drosera capillaris with white or
pale pink petals grew with the
Dionaea.

Some impressive plants of
Sarracenia flava grew by the
lake shore. Some of which were
suffused red (Figure 29).

Figure 29. Sarracenia flava with
red pitchers at Boiling Springs
Lake.
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Amongst them grew a smaller
number of plants of S. purpurea
subsp. venosa and S. x catesbaei
and a few stands of Utricularia
juncea. It was a wonderful site to
spend some time. Sadly our time
was cut short by the arrival of a
thunderstorm that delivered
heavy rain that had us running
for cover. As we returned to the
car we heard that D’Aryt had
had success in finding one all-
red flytrap in the area. Yay!

We said farewell to Mark, Peter
and Damon and headed south,
through the interesting Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, with its
unusual mini-golf centres. From
there we drove to the south west
into Georgia before finally

arriving at Atlanta around
midnight. I had booked into a
hostel for that night, but found it
closed, and so I was able to crash
on the floor of the room that
Marcel and D’Aryt had hired in a
hotel about a block away.
Despite the cramped conditions
we all slept soundly after an
amazing flytrap adventure.

This article is continued in the
next issue of Carniflora
Australis.
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